[Finger replantation after 60 years of age. Apropos of 7 cases].
The authors analysed retrospectively 7 cases of digital replantation in 7 men aged from 60 to 71 years, performed between 1985 and 1996. There were 2 amputations of the thumb, 1 of the index, 2 of the middle finger, 1 of the fourth and 1 of the fifth finger. 4 failures of replantation were noted. These 4 failures always concerned amputations of long digits by a circular saw with associated complex multidigital injuries of bad prognosis and in combination with a poor vascular status. We had 3 successful results: the 2 amputations of the thumb and the ring finger of the auricular. All these 3 patients recovered a good hand function. We found some common characteristics in this group of patients: excellent general condition, non smoker, good motivation and cooperation, injury of one digit, clear amputation (except the ring finger), correct conservation of the amputated part. The advanced patient's age does not represent a contraindication for digital replantation. The injury mechanism and the general condition of the patient represent major criteria of prognosis. In favourable circumstances, a good functional result can be expected.